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defence of their respective interests as above described,
should become involved in war with another Power, the
other will maintain a strict neutrality, and use its efforts to
prevent other Powers from joining In hostilities against its
ally. Further, in the above event, if any other Power or
Powers should join in hostilities against that ally, the other
High Contracting Party will come to its assistance, and will
conduct the war in common, and make peace in mutual
agreement with it. It was also agreed that neither of the
High Contracting Parties will, without consulting the other,
enter into separate arrangements with another Power to the
prejudice of the interests above described, and also that,
whenever, in the opinion of either Great Britain or Japan,
these interests are in jeopardy, the two Governments will
communicate with one another fully and frankly.

In an explanatory letter to Sir Claude Macdonald, the
British Minister in Tokyo, the Marquis of Lansdowne, the
British Secretary for Foreign Affairs, stated that this Agree-
ment might be regarded as the outcome of the events which
have taken place in the Far East, and of the part taken by
Great Britain and Japan in dealing with them. After ex-
plaining the various Articles in the agreement he concludes
by saying that " His Majesty's Government trust that the
Agreement may be found of mutual advantage to the two
countries, that it will make for the preservation of peace,
and that should peace unfortunately be broken, it will have
the effect of restricting the area of hostilities." This hope
has, so far, been fulfilled,

Treaty relations between Japan and   Siam were first
established in 1887, by which arrangements were made for
the exchange of ministers and the establish-
Siam!11     nient of consulates, and for the encouragement
of commerce and navigation.     As both con-
tracting countries then strongly aspired to judicial autonomy
and to the development of civilisation on Western lines, a
provisional agreement was come to, by which, while con-
sular jurisdiction was not recognised, it was provided that,